A BIOGRAPHY OF KATHERINE MAYO

'The Isles of Fear is a sincere, straightforward,
conscientious, and truthful exposition of the
human factors in our Philippine problem. Its
writer has rendered a courageous and needed pub-
lic service, and in doing so has produced a literary
work of no mean order.1

The Brooklyn Eagle says of the book: 'No better
luck could befall the Philippines than that it [Isles of
Fear] should become a best seller.'2 And the Times of
Manila* expresses the opinion that(. . . the real target
of Miss Mayo's attacks ^ America as represented by
both Democratic and Republican administrations at
Washington/

It should be borne in mind, however, that both
British critics, Messrs. Ratcliffe and Andrews, made
theifaccusations against Isles of Fear in articles attack-
ing Mother India, while the American journals ex-
pressed themselves when the Philippine book was still
fresh from the presses.

In Mother India Miss Mayo again declares her rea-
sons for undertaking the inquiry, namely, discontent
with what ^ the average American actually knows about
[nd|a/4 adding:

It was dissatisfaction with this status that sent
me to India, to see what a volunteer unsubsidised,
uncommitted, and unattached, could observe of
common things in daily human life. ... I would
try to determine, for example, what situation

1 July 4th, 1925, p. 873.    2 George Currie, in April sth, 1925.
8 Editorial, April Hth, 1925*        4 Mother India, pp. 20-21.
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